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A Few Words From Sherry
What is your response to our months of quarantine? News media are telling us that we are “so over it” and that
many people are resuming their pre-pandemic behavior, choosing to believe that conditions have been
exaggerated. Somehow, I think that quilters are a bit wiser than that. Perhaps it is the patience born of ripping
that not-quite-right point for the third time. Or it could be our willingness to cut hundreds of little pieces which
we'll carefully sew together to form a beautiful pattern. It seems to me that quilters tend to take the long view.
Even though we may be frustrated at not being able to gather with those who inspire us, we find ways to stay in
touch. We message one another or schedule electronic get togethers on FaceBook, FaceTime or Zoom. Or we
email each other or pick up a phone. No, it is not the same as sitting next to a friend at an in-person meeting
or viewing their latest creation “in the cloth”, but we make do as we look forward to a time to be together in person.
Your board ventured into the electronic meeting format this past Sunday. Thanks to Bits & Pieces President,
Jan Humphreys facilitating the meeting your board was able to tackle some of the guild business which has been
on hold. Things like dues, the budget and how to vote in new officers were a few of the items on our agenda.
Each person who was a paid up member as of March 31, 2020 will be receiving an electronic ballot to vote in
the new officers as well as accept the budget. YOU COUNT! Please do not ignore the ballot when you receive
it. We need a majority of members to approve the items up for vote so that we can continue to function through
this time when we are not able to hold our normal meetings. Look for the ballot to arrive in the near future.
Whenever we are able to safely gather, we are due for some extraordinary show and tell. I am certainly looking
forward to that time and to seeing many of you in person again.
Meanwhile, keep creating and stay safe and healthy, Sherry
Board Action on Dues
At the ZOOM Board meeting on June 28 there was considerable discussion on what should be done about
payment of dues in light of the inability of our groups to meet and ofter programs. Our organization needs
financing to cover the fixed expenses which continue in spite of quarantines. These include Corporate
Registration fees, Liability Insurance, and Web-mistress/Domain/Web fees. To make paying dues under these
circumstances more fair the following motion was passed:
“All Guild dues (originally due by March 31, 2020) that are paid by September 1, 2020 will cover Guild
membership to the end of the fiscal year, March 31, 2022.” This effectively gives membership privileges for two
years for the price of one.
So send your money now to your chapter treasurers… if you wait until after September 1, you will lose that free
year… you’ll pay the half year amount plus the full dues for the 2022 year by March 31, 2021.
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Holding Pattern
No, this doesn’t refer to any quilt pattern that I have ever seen — but it
seems to be descriptive of the situation the Guild, along with many other
similar organizations, finds itself in. This pesky virus keeps hanging
around, and although to most of the population it is not a terrible danger,
to those with compromised immune systems for whatever reason or to those
of a certain age (most of us) it can be a very bad thing to deal with. Add in
the shifting sand of governmental regulations and it is very difficult for
anyone to make plans for the fall, not to mention next month!
The Board at its ZOOM meeting on June 28 agreed that each chapter
should make its own decisions about resumption of meeting. This usually hinges on the requirements from their
meeting space hosts. Happily, James River Heritage Chapter has been able to make arrangements for meetings
beginning in September (see Chapter news). Hospitality Chapter has been surveying its members to get a feeling
for what situations they are willing to deal with in order to meet.
Realize that a holding pattern does not mean that the airplane sits in a hangar gathering dust. No, it is circling
the airfield, checking on the situation, with the pilots working to keep things in good shape. In the same way
Guild and chapter officers have continued to work to assure that when “permission to land” is granted we will
be ready to resume activities. Part of this involves the members paying their dues. The Guild Treasurer has said
that there are two chapters who have not registered any renewals with her. This means those names will not be
included in the new Directory. Even if you are unable to meet right now, do send your membership renewals
to the chapter treasurers so they can in turn pass them on to the Guild Treasurer.
AS

Come see the exhibit of quilted eyes
at the Va. Quilt Museum...read about
it on page 4
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Editor's Note:

The deadline for the
October/November
issue is September 14.

ZOOM RQG Board Meeting, June 28, 2020.
The meeting (held thanks to sponsorship by Jan Humphries) was attended by the following members: Sherry Whitford,
Guild President; Elma Cooper, incoming Program Chair; Sandy Collins, Hospitality; Bobbie Stein, Guild VP; Michelle
Peese,, WEQuilt, Linda Killmeier, Crazy Quilters; Anne Wright, Outgoing Guild Secretary/Incoming Guild Treasurer/
Bits & Pieces; Ann Shibut, Incoming Guild Secretary/Newsletter Editor; Shawne Kaeser, outgoing Guild Treasurer; Linda
Thompson, James River Heritage, Jennifer Plate Johnson, Crazy Quilters; Regine Young, Hospitality; Nancy Buckland.
Outgoing Programs Chair. Jan Humphries, Piecemakers.
Following an explanation of how to use ZOOM, President Sherry Whitford welcomed the group and
thanked
Jan Humphries for facilitating the meeting.
Anne Wright, Secretary, had distributed copies of the January 5, 2020, Board meeting. The minutes were
approved as printed.
Shawne Kaeser, Treasurer, said that the Audit Committee consisting of Bobbie Stein, Anne Wright and Sherry
Whitford had examined the books and found them in order. Due to a steep rise in the cost of liability insurance for
the Quilt Show, Polly Oliver will seek a different company to provide coverage at lower cost. Shawne also distributed
copies of the proposed budget for 2020-2021.
Chapter representatives gave brief descriptions of what has been happening (or not happening, thanks to the Covid-19
virus) in their respective groups.
OLDBUSINESS.
1.Bobbie Stein reported on updating the Guild’s Chapter Quilt (i.e., removing the names of former chapters and
adding WEQuilt.) The labels of old chapters will be applied to the back of the quilt to record their place in Guild
history. She also has added the name of the newest Life Member to that quilt.
2.Program Chair Nancy Buckland reported that the Annual Meeting had to be canceled, as well as the Bonnie Hunter
lecture and classes.
3.The October 2020 Quilt Show has also been canceled and re-scheduled for October 15-16, 2021.
4. In the absence of Barbara Vonada, there was no report on plans for the Wine and Quilts event.
5. Sherry Whitford has picked up the quilts that were displayed at Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens and is returning them
to their owners. Bobbie Stein still has some of the quilts displayed at the Mid-Atlantic Quilt Festival and asks their owners
to contact her at 804-364-5544.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Cancellation of the Annual Meeting meant that the new Guild officer election was not held. So the business of the
Guild can proceed, an election by e-mail will be held. Nominees are: Secretary- Ann Shibut; Treasurer- Anne Wright;
Program Chair- Elma Cooper.
2. Decisions on a fall meeting and the 2021 Annual meeting (spring 2021) are deferred until the August Board meeting.
3. In-coming Guild Treasurer, Anne Wright, made a motion that the 2020-2021 Guild Directory be made in
electronic .pdf form. Seconded by Jan Humphries. Discussion on the benefits both economically and dealing with the
complications from chapter meeting disruption of membership renewal, etc. were heard. The motion passed.
4. Jennifer Plate Johnson made a motion that, in view of the effect of the Covid-19 Pandemic, all Guild dues ( originally
due by March 31, 2020) paid by September 1, 2020 will cover Guild membership to the end of the fiscal year, March 31,
2022. (This effectively gives membership privileges for two years for the price of one.) The motion was seconded by Jan
Humphries and passed.
5. Linda Thompson made a motion to cancel the 2020 Fall Meeting. Bobbie Stein seconded the motion and it was passed.
6. Sherry Whitford asked that chapters gather information on how many masks their members have made and donated
during the past months.
7. It was agreed that the individual chapters rather than the Guild Board should make decisions about resumption of
their meetings.
8. The next Board meeting (also presumably via ZOOM) will be held on August 2, 2020.
Ann Shibut, Acting Secretary
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Chapter News
WE Quilt
Dianne Finnegan, Program Chair
Piecemakers
Alice Sandridge

Hospitality
Way to go, ladies! As of this date
(7/14/2020 67 of you have responded
to the survey.
Results will be
announced first to your Board and
we'll see what happens next! See pg. 7 to read about
our mask making survey.
Crazy Quilters
2020-21 officers:
President-Jennifer Johnson
VP- Deb Bossé
Secretary- Brenda Carter
Treasurer- Sue Cunningham
Program Committee- Baarbara Klear and
LindaKillmeir
Bits and Pieces

James River
Heritage
I’m happy to confirm that for the months
of September-December, we have a change
allowing us to fully accommodate social
distancing during our meetings. To do this we will meet
on the first Tuesday of the month, from 6:30 8:30pm, at Bon Air Christian Church on Buford Rd in
the big room. We are required to wear masks inside the
church. Please bring your own beverage and snack if
desired as we will not be having refreshments for the
foreseeable future. The church has asked that you take
your personal trash home with you.
For our September 1st meeting we want to see a large
showing of ‘Quarantine Quilts’ and anything else you’ve
made since we last met in March. I know we’ve all been
busy creating beautiful things and it’s time to show them
off.
Only 10 members have submitted volunteer hours for
the last few months, totaling 853! Those same 10
members have made 520 masks. Way to go ladies!
A big congratulations to our own Ann Williamson,
who just received her lifetime membership.
Frances Engesser

Anna Williams
Editor's Note: Read about our new Life Member on Page 5

Virginia

Quilt Museum News

We would like to thank everyone who participated in the #GreatCommunityGive and
donated to the museum. We surpassed our fundraising goal and raised a total of
$2,787! Your generosity will help us keep the Virginia Quilt Museum in action for
another 25 years.
A new exhibit opened on July 15, "Eye Contact:Creating a Connection," is a
collection of over 200 small quilts of EYES.. Too often we are looking at our
telephones instead of at each other, and this was the inspiration for the show sponsored
by Sacred Threads. It looks fascinating.
So, yes, the Museum is now open again, following all the CDC guidelines to make your visit a safe one! So
come and see all the exhibits.
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New Life Member
In spite of the cancellation of the Guild Annual meeting where such announcements would ordinarily be made,
following a vote by her James River Heritage Chapter and then approval by the Richmond Quilter’s Guild Board
it was decided not to delay any longer bestowing this honor on our newest Life Member, Ann Williamson.
For those who don’t know her, read what her Chapter said in their nomination for Life Membership:
“Ann has been an inspiration for quilting as a member of James River Heritage Quilters for over 25 years, serving
as President, Program Chairman — sometimes more than once — and any other needs that have arisen. Her
beautiful smile, inclusivity, compassion and encouragement were always available to members old and
prospective. She has inspired many new quilters to realize their dream of making a beautiful quilt.
“For several years she led a group to the North Carolina Quilt Symposium for a week of retreat to sew,, quilt,
enrich friendships, and just have a wonderful time. However, her greatest feat was the R2Kl project she
spearheaded in 1997. In anticipation of the new millennium she and many members of JRHQ invited quilters
from every Richmond city in the U.S. and beyond to participate in a block exchange. The result was that 15 states,
two Canadian provinces and our Richmond namesake in Surrey, England, participated. The “Richmond” quilt
block design was chosen and the quilt made by the James River ladies is now our President’s quilt.
“Ann’s health keeps her from participating as much as she would like now but she continues to be involved in
what Richmond quilters are doing. Her love of quilting has not waned and her cheerleading from afar is felt in
a compassionate, kind manner.”
The R2K Project
Probably most RQG members either do not remember the
story of the R2K Project or never heard about it in the first place.
Newest Life Member, Ann Williamson conceived of this way to
establish quilting friendships around the country and globe and
she applied for and received a grant from The National Quilting
Association, Inc. to do it in 1997.
A Zip Code Directory was used to find US cities named
Richmond which then were investigated to find quilt shops/
groups there. inviting them to participate in the block exchange
using the Richmond block from the book State Capitals Quilt
Blocks.(by Barbara Banniseter and Edna Paris Ford) No quilters
could be found in the Ohio and Pennsylvania Richmonds and
only one of the invited states declined to participate. In addition,
quilters in the Richmonds in British Columbia and Ontario,
Canada, and Richmond, England all took part.
The quilters made blocks to exchange as well as some for
themselves, and 289 blocks made by the different Richmond
groups eventually were distributed to 17 locations. They then could assemble their block collections as they wished resulting
in a diverse group of quilts, some of which were pictured in the Fall 2000 issue of Quilting Quarterly. Shown here is James
River Heritage’s Richmond quilt which serves as its President’s quilt, photo thanks to Linda Thompson..
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Splashes of Color
From The Secret Lives of Color.

Blue
Are you feeling a bit blue after four months of isolation, canceled meetings, no restaurants, missing friends? I am, just a
bit, so I decided to write about blue this month. Actually, blue is probably my favorite color as my clothes closet proves.
One of the three primary colors from which all others can be created, it seems that even the non-sighted have a special
receptor that senses blue light. Blue light is present in the highest concentration during the early daylight which sets out
circadian rhythm, the inner clock that helps us sleep at night and remain alert during the day. Unfortunately modern life
is filled with brightly lit rooms and backlit smart-phones that overload us with so much blue light that our sleep patterns
are adversely affected.
In very early days there was an aversion to the color blue. The Romans associated it with barbarism (think of the Mel Gibson
and his Scots with blue painted faces in “Braveheart”). Early Christians rarely used or mentioned the color blue until the
12th century when a leading enthusiast for Gothic architecture made known that he considered all colors, especially blues,
to be divine. Then we began to see the Virgin Mary depicted wearing blue robes, and craftsmen figured out the technique
to make beautiful cobalt blue stained glass used richly in Chartres cathedral, among others. Blue was traditionally the color
of sadness, but many cultures use darker blues as symbols of trustworthiness. Navy blue was used for navy uniforms because
the color best resists the action of salt and sea. In recent years surveys have shown that across four continents blue was the
favorite color by a large margin. “Blue, once considered the color of ……barbarians has conquered the world.” There are
of course many different shades and tones of blue.
Ultramarine is a darker blue (not as dark as navy blue). Its name comes from Latin..ultra - “beyond,” and mare - “sea” =
a color worth traveling a long way to get. It comes from night-colored rock found in China and Chile, lapis lazuli. Unlike
many blues that are tinged with green, ultramarine is a true blue and is very long-lasting. These days chemists have
developed synthetic ultramarine dyes using china clay, soda, charcoal, quartz, and sulfur.
Indigo is an important blue dye derived from the indigo plant — woad is one variety. Indigofera tinctoria is a small shrub,
good for the soil as it is a ‘nitrogen fixer.” The process for deriving the dye from the leaves is very involved but yields a
dye that ages beautifully (think of your worn blue jeans). Unlike most dyes, indigo does not need a mordant to fix it to
the fabric. Indigo has always been highly prized. King Tut’s funerary wardrobe was almost completely indigo. It was highly
valued; in just one year, 1631, seven Dutch ships carried back to Europe 333,545 pounds of indigo worth five tons of gold.
Author Kassia St. Clair describes Electric Blue as the pale bright blue associated today as the color of electricity. The eerie
color seen around very radioactive material after nuclear tests and also the explosion at Chernobyl was blue. Sparks and
lightning have a blue color, and this colored =light is used in the Tron films and publicity stills for the movies Inception
and WALL-E. It is often described as the color of the future, but some are unnerved by electric blue.
Finally, Cerulean blue is the color often used to express grief and loss. Picasso used it during his “Blue Period,” following
the suicide death of his close friend Carlos Casagemas. At the end of WW 2 the UN was formed to maintain world peace
and used the color in its flag… a map of the world surrounded by olive branches on a grayish cerulean blue background.
The color was chosen because it was the opposite of red, the “war color.” It is a peaceful, spiritual color. Many Hindu gods
are shown with skin the color of the sky to indicate their connection to the infinite. The French call it bleu céleste, i.e.
heavenly blue. It is a member of the cobalt family and a true cerulean pigment was not available to artists until the 1860s,
and then only as a watercolor. Picasso’s paint supplier in Paris still has his last paint order, handwritten and looking almost
like a poem. It reads, “ White- permanent, white - silver, Blue cerulean.”
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Quilters Making Masks
We know that just about all the chapter members hava been making
masks. Hospitality just asked folks to let us know what they have done
and the most recent count is 2431+. Masks were made for family,
friends, churches, local hospitals, Lewis Ginger Botanical Garden, and
nursing homes. Some ladies sent masks as far away as California,
Washingon staste, Arizona, and Connecticut. Jan Humphries
reported that Piecemakers (as of 6/29) had made 2375 masks!
Amazing work, ladies! I;m sure there are others whose reports I do not
have.
Photo thanks to Lee Kallusch, showing some of her creations.

Please share with your guild. If appropriate would very much appreciate placing on your
website, Facebook page and Newsletters. Thank you for helping us get the word out. We are
excited to share this All Virtual Experience.
Micki Batte’
Quilt Alliance Board Member
Mission: Saving the Stories of Quilts and Their Makers

Inviting all Quilt Guilds: Join us for Quilters Take a
Moment
Quilters Take a Moment is an all-virtual event created to stand in for the Alliance's Quilters Take Manhattan event,
which was to be held in New York City, September 25-27. To ensure everyone's safety the celebration will be held
as an online event this year. The program for Quilters Take a Moment will include the same exciting programming
planned for Quilters Take Manhattan and lots of new, interactive breakout sessions. We won’t be together in
Manhattan, but we’ll still be taking a moment to be together, learn together, and celebrate quilts together. Quilt
lovers from all over the world are invited to gather for this event. Live sessions will take place September 25 and
26, but live-streamed events will be recorded and available after the event for ticketholders to view via the web
anytime they choose.
Read the press release here (https://conta.cc/2WufZek) and check out the link below to register. Reduced prices
for members of the Quilt Alliance. Speakers, panel discussions, hosted exhibit tour, breakout sessions. This will
be such a fun, inspirational and educational event and we all get to take part. Take a moment, read the
information and sign up today.

Register for Quilters Take a Moment here: https://quiltalliance.org/events/qtm/
Don't know about the Quilt Alliance? The Alliance mission is to document, preserve and celebrate the history of
quilts and their makers. Visit the Quilt Alliance website for more information: https://

quiltalliance.org/
Amy Milne
Executive Director
Quilt Alliance
amy.milne@quiltalliance.org
828-251-7073
https://quiltalliance.org/
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